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* I am unmable to agree with those who conslder that the Reports 1n their

present form are valueless  On the contrary, I think that they have very con
siderable value as works of reference, and I have often used them myself and

derived asslstance from them

T consider, however, that they are capable of improvement s to thelr con
tents and wonld, in regard to this polnt, suggest that the late Br Rajendra Lal
Mitea’s Nofices of Sanskrit Mss published by the Government of Bengal, could
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well be taken as a model.

As it is, the Hindi Notices follow the form of thio
very closely, except in one most important particular,

A description of a book

is of little value to students unless (besides the information given in the report)
pretty full information is given as to its contents, On this point the Hindi
Notlces altogether fail. Merely a few words are given under each head affor-
ding a superficial and general view of the subject. What is wanted is an order-
ed summary of- the contents of each Ms. Of course this would not be nece-
ssary in the case of well-known works which have been frequently printed, but
most of the works described in this report exist only in Mss and such descri-
ptions as “the sports of Radha and Krishna” ( pp. 130, 131 ), “Laudation of
Bhakti” ( p. 155) or “the incarnations of Isvara, and laudation of his name’
( p. 155) are manifestly insufficient These examples are typical of the whole
report. On pp. 130, 131, three different works by the sameauthor ate described
In exactly the same words ( four in each cuse ) but it stands to reason that
their contents must have been different. As I have not seen them, I cannot
tell what the account of each should contain, but it might be something of this

kind vv. ( or pp. ) a~b -such, vv. ( or pp. ) c—d such and such, vv ( or pp. ) e—f
such and such, and so on,

:
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To make my meaning clear I may give an Imaglnery account of the con
tents of an imagluary work on Radhe and Krisbna, vv {or pp ) 1-10 Invocs-
tion to Ganess, praise of Vishnt, sccount of the origin of the Krishn Incarne-
tion, vv (or pp. ) 11-15 suthor's account of himself and of kis patron { glving
any datet and names avallable ), vv {or pp. ) 16~21 Krishua wandering In the
forest, vv (or pp ) 22~50 the meetlog with Radha, vv {or pp, 51-100) descrip-
tion of Radhas beaunty, vv {or pp) 101-150 Krishna leaves Radbz, her des-
pair, vv (or pp. ) 151200 Arrival of Udbava with a message from Krishns,
and 20 on

In & work dealing whith the “Landation of Béakss” it ought to be possl
ble to give an account of the general bulld of the work, and of the lines along
which the laudetion proceeds, and in an account of Isvara’s incarnations and
Iaudation of his name, we might at least be told what Incarnstions are deser]
bed and what space out of the whole I3 devoted to the landation. Again many
books are merely described as Nakka-sikhas, or catalogues of female charms,
There ere hundreds of these nakka sikkas, some good and some bad, and all
different  Merely to name the work as & xafha stbka s uot sufficlent. We
should be given some account of the principles on which the catsloguing is
done Rven an anthology or a collection of sonnets by one suthor, or the like,
is based on some system and a Mst conld be given of the varlous groupsof poems,
In the case of an anthology  lst of the pames of the snthars whose poems are
F quoted, s all important. If we know the dsteof an anthology and thata

cettaln author is quoted in It, we have a fermunns ad guess which may be most
nsefnl in fixiog his date

For Narrative work, especlally these which are historical, or seml histor]
cal, such as the interesting Afs. mentloned 13 No. 60 on p. 23 the value of an
abstract of the contents is self-evident.

v
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